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Agenda

NYS Safe Schools Task Force Actions
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A School Climate Surveys

School Climate Index

Social Emotional Learning

Restorative Practices

Trauma-Informed Approaches
A How Does Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Align?
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/ Safe Schools Task Force

Reestablished in 2013

- Jan. 2013: Board of Regents directed SED tes@blish the
NYS Safe Schools Task Force after the Newtown, CT tragedy

- Co-chairs: Vice Chancellor of the Board of Regents and
Commissioner of the NYS Education Department

- Task Force Members: school district officials; school
personnel; parents; education advocates and union
representatives; community health, mental health, social
services and law enforcement personnel; Division of
Homeland Security & Emergency Services; Division of State
Police; Division of Criminal Justice Services and SED staff
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NYS Safe Schools Task Force
Vision
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New York State will effectively
promote and protect the well -being

of ALL students and personnel each
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http://lwww.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/SafeSchools.pdf
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Safe Schools Task Force
Workgroups

. School Culture & Student Engagement
. Data Use & Reporting

- Building Security & Infrastructure

http://lwww.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/SafeSchools.pdf



Safe Schools Task Force Timeline

January 2013 Board of Regents reestablished the NYS Safe Schools
Task Force

May 2013 Kick-off Meeting

November 2013 Full Task Force Meeting with Workgroups
Established

Januaryz April 2014 Workgroups met to Develop and Refine
Preliminary Recommendations

February 20, 2014 TOOALI O B OO0 Al A 0L L AAD
Perspectives on Promoting Safe and Healthy Schools

June 2014 Full Task Force Met to Refine and Prioritize

Recommendations

September 2014 NYS Safe Schools Task Force Recommendations
Presented to the Board of Regents

October 2014z present Department staff work on Implementing
Recommendations

http://lwww.regents.nysed.gov/common/regents/files/meetings/SSTFUpdateOct2015.pdf
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Highlights from the October 2015
Board meeting

Investment in and Expansion of Support Staff in Schoolg Amended School
Counseling Regulations (Recommendation #1)

Development of a Statewide School Climate Index (Recommendation #2; and
referenced in several other recommendations)

Revise New York State Statute 807 to reduce the Number of Fire Drills and
require Lockdown Drills and other Emergency Drills (Recommendation #10)

Disseminate Positive Behavioral Supports and Intervention Strategies
(Recommendation #7)

District -level School Safety Plans and Buildindevel Emergency Response
Plans (Recommendations #22, 28, 32)
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: Two Themes Evident Throughout the NYS
Safe Schools Task Force Recommendations

1. Promote and measure school climate rather

than focus exclusively on measuring school
violence, and

2. Focus on Social Emotional Learning to help
students learn the essential skills that affect every
area of our lives, including how to understand and
manage emotions, and how to establish and
maintain positive relationships.
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What is School Climate?

School climate Isz
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sense of safety and acceptance, and
consequently Is a critical determinant

of their ability to focus on the
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Dessel, A. (2010). Prejudice in schools: Promotion of an inclusive culture and climate. Education and Urban Society
42(4), 407-429.
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- Why Measure School Climate?
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- Why Measure School Climate?

A Research suggests that:

A the quality of the climate may be the single most
predictivefactor EI Al U OAEIL Ll 60 AAl
student achievement, and

A If we want achievement gains, we need to begin by
Improving the climate.

Shindler, J., Jones, A., Williams, A.D., Taylor, C., Cardenia, H. (2016). The school climate  -student
achievement connection: If we want achievement gains, we need to begin by improving the climate.
Journal of School Administration Research and Development1 (1), 9-16.
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Testing Pilot
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What Is A School Climate Index

A School Climate Index (SCI) is a TOOL that allows schools and
districts to:

A effectively asses@nd analyzeschool climate

A identify schoolsmost in need of programmatic interventions
aimed at improving school climate

An SCI creates and provides a state-normed, school-level
description of multiple researchbased factors that are known to
Influence learning and successn schools
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Consultatio
National and State Experts

California, Georgia, Rhode Island Departments of Education
U.S. Department of Education
National School Climate Center

- American Institute of Research (AIR)

New York State Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Children

University of Rochester Researchers on Promoting Positive School
Climate

School Safety Improvement Team: New York State Police, Division of
Criminal Justice Services, Division of Homeland Security . and
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